
 

 
1848  

 
Free Soil anti-s

lavery Party founded  

 

 

 

 

 
1850  

 
First

 National W
oman’s R

ights C
onvention held in Worce

ste
r

 

 
1850  

 
First

 Commercia
l Valentine business E

sth
er Howland

 

 
1855  

 
Steam Callio

pe Joshua C Stoddard 

 

 
1855  

 
Eli Thayer fo

unds O
read Instit

ute, first 
four- y

ear co
llege for w

omen

 

Mechanics 
Hall D

edicated, M
arch

 19th 
1857  

 
 

 

 

 

First
 Worce

ste
r M

usic 
Festiv

al 
1858  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thoreau lecture “A Plea for Captain Brown” at M

H 
1859  

 

 

 
1861  

America
n Civil W

ar 
 

 

 

Hook Organ Installed Op334 
1864 

 

 
1868  

 
 

 

Chas D
ickens sp

eaks @
 MH 

1868  
Worce

ste
r Population: 118,000 

 

 
1865  

WPI fo
unded  by Ich

abod Washburn 
 

 

 
1865  

1st t
rans-co

nt’l R
R co

mpleted;   Y
MCA Worc f

ounded

 

Hook Bros retire
 

1871 

 

 
1880  

Candlepin Bowling

 

 
1898

 

 
1904  

Assu
mption Founded  

 

 
1904  

Span-Amer W
ar

 
Dudley Buck soloist at th

e Worc. M
usic Festival 

1895  

 

 
1899  

AGO founded

 

 
1909  

Sig Freud lectures at Clark

 

Hook organ “electrifi
ed” 

1910  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1917  

WWI 

 

 

 

 
1920  

Women’s ri
ght to

 vote - 1
9th Amendment  

 

 
1926  

Robert G
oddard liq

 fuel ro
cket 

 

 

 
1941  

WWII 

 

 

 

 
1949  

WorcA
GO Chapter Founded 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1950  

Korean War 
 

 

 

 
1953  

 Women Members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1955  

Vietnam War  

 

 

 
1973  

National Registe
r of Histo

ric 
Places 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hook Organ Rest.oration Committe
e form

ed 
1975  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Mech Hall R
e-Dedicated; Phase I R

esto
ration Completed 

1977  
 

 

 

 

 

Boyden Salon 
1978  

 
Hook Organ Restored Rededication Sep 25-26 

1982  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown Bag Concerts series began 
1983  

 

Fuller In
tl O

rg Festival 
1985 

 

 
1986  

  

125th Celebration Concert; F
uller W

ing 
1989  

 
 

 

 

 

Washburn Hall R
esto

red 
1991 

 

Promenade Refurbished 
2000  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Façade Resto
red 

2002  

 

cleaned/refurbished 
2011  

 
 

 

150th anniv - Year of th
e Organ 

2014 

History Timeline of Mechanics Hall & Hook Organ
in the context of Worcester, US, and World History
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